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1. IN THE LIGHT OF OUR EXPERIENCE WITH U.S. PARTICIPATION 

IN THE VE DAY CEREMONIES (REFTEL), EMBASSY PROPOSES THAT A 
STONG EFFORT BE MADE TO WIN SOVIET AGREEMENT TO A HIGH-LEVEL 
U.S. MESSAGE ON PRIME-TIME SOVIET TELEVISION DURING ASTP. 

THE IDEA WOULD BE TO USE THE ASTP LAUNCH AS A WAY OF 
BRINGING TO A MASS SOVIET AUDIENCE AN AUTHORITATIVE U.S. 
STATEMENT ON OVERALL U.S. POLICY TOWARD THE SOVIET UNION. 

2. PROBABLY THE BEST WAY TO ACHIEVE THIS WOULD BE THROUGH 
AN EXCHANGE OF MESSAGES BETWEEN PRESIDENT FORD AND GENERAL 
SECRETARY BREZHNEV ON NATIONWIDE TELEVISION IN BOTH 
COUNTRIES DURING ASTP. OPTIMALLY. THE PRESIDENT'S 

MESSAGE SHOULD BE UP TO 10 MINUTES LONG AND SHOULD 
TREAT ALL MAJOR ELEMENTS OF U.S.-SOVIET RELATIONS AS 
WELL AS ASTP ITSELF AND ITS ROLE WITHIN THE IMPLEMENTATION 
OF BILATERAL S&T COOPERATION. 
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3. WE UNDERSTAND THAT NASA APPROVAL AND U.S. NETWORK 
INTEREST ARE MAJOR FACTORS IN DETERMINING WHETHER THE 
U.S. GOVERNMENT SHOULD MAKE THIS PROPOSAL TO THE SOVIETS. 

THE GREAT ADVANTAGE. AS WE SEE IT FROM HERE, IS THAT 

IT GIVE US AN OPPORTUNITY TO TRANSMIT A UNILATERAL AND 
UNDILUTED TOP-LEVEL STATEMENT OF U.S. POLICY TO A LARGE 
SOVIET AUDIENCE WHICH-AS SHOWN BY OUR DIFFICULTY IN 
GETTING ADEQUATE TELEVISION COVERAGE DURING THE VE DAY 
CELEBRATION-IS VERY DIFFICULT TO REACH. WE WOULD BE 
GRATEFUL FOR THE DEPARTMENT'S VIEWS ON OUR RECOMMENDATION 
THAT WE APPROACH THE SOVIETS WITH SUCH A PROPOSAL. 

4. WE UNDERSTAND THAT INTERKOSMOS HAS PROPOSED TO 
NASA THAT AN EXCHANGE OF GREETINGS BE BEAMED DOWN FROM 
THE CAPSULES TO THE RESPECTIVE COUNTIRES DURING THE ASTP. 

WE FAVOR SUCH AN EXCHANGE, BUT PROPOSE THAT TACTICALLY 
IT BE RELATED TO THE IDEA OF AN EXCHANGE OF PRESIDENTIAL 
MESSAGES, WHICH WE SEE AS OF MUCH GREATER VALUE FROM 
THE U.S. POINT OF VIEW. 
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